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suffering, the outcome of this fearful struggle of two
days.*

Scattered all over the surface lay dead and wounded men
and horses, staining with their life-blood the trampled snow.
In places where the battle had been fiercest, the bodies lay
closer: where the French 14th regiment had fought to the
last, on the slope in front of Eylau, their position was
marked by a square of corpses. Outside the square lay
the bodies of men and horses, slain in their attempts to
break the desperate regiment. The same scene was re-
peated, in reverse, below the Eylau church, where the Eussian
column had so nearly saved Europe from years of the
Emperor's tyranny, but had itself been exterminated. In
and behind ELutschitten, lay the remains of its 800 French
defenders, of Davout's corps. In rear of the French position,
the eminence near Tenknitten still wore its ghastly cuirass
of human bodies.

To add to these horrors, the ghouls of the battlefield, the
followers, and even the transport soldiers, roamed amongst
the dead and dying, stripping and robbing them of every-
thing, down to their very boots. The wolves from the
neighbouring forests only awaited the satisfaction of these
human wild beasts to enjoy their share of the ghastly feast.
It was, to quote the title of a picture in the Salon of 1901,
" 1'heure des fauves." Marbot, left for dead, coming to his
senses when his boot was being pulled off his foot by a
transport soldier, seems to consider the latter's conduct quite
natural, and even remarks, almost with surprise, that his
plunderer was ready to return his clothes, when he found
who he was, and that he was not yet dead.t The starving
Russians were still, like the French, in search of what food
might be found in the villages, on the dead, anywhere.

* The day after the., battle, Ney, riding over the field, viewing all this
slaughter, remarked to his staff, " Quel massacre! et sane; resultat"
(de Fes&nsae, p. 149).

f Marbot, I 267.